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Mar/Apr/May 2013 

Special Dates to Remember 

 

Mar 7: Board Meeting 

Mar 22: Tree/Plant Sale orders due and  

 Envirothon Intent to Participate due 

Apr 4: Board Meeting 

Apr 12: Tree/Plant Sale 

Apr 15: Poster Contest Deadline 

May 2: County Envirothon & Board Meeting 

The Conservation District hosted a free Equine Management Workshop on Tuesday, 
February 19, 2013 at the Disaster’s Edge educational facility in St. Michael, PA. The 17 
people in attendance gathered valuable information from our expert speakers related to 
manure management, equine health issues, effective pasture management, erosion & sed-
imentation control, and signs of quality hay.  

 
Louis Kopczyk, P.E., County Engineer, gave an over-
view of the revised PA Manure Management require-
ments. Written Manure Management Plans are required 
for operations that generate and/or spread manure, have 
a pasture, and/or have an animal concentration area. 
While plans can be developed by individuals, they 
must follow a format approved by the PA Dept. of En-
vironmental Protection. Kopczyk explained that all 

plans must be written, include a map, and should be kept on site. Plans do not require 
submission or approval. Assistance with preparing your plan is available through the 
Conservation District.  
 
Kopczyk also reviewed Ch. 102 Agriculture Erosion & Sedimentation (E&S) Controls. 
E&S Pollution Control regulations require that accelerated erosion and resulting sedi-
ment must be minimized. The regulations require that a written plan explaining how ac-
celerated erosion will be minimized must be in place if there is more than 5,000 square 
feet of earth disturbance. Louis briefly listed the revisions to Ch. 102 regulations. Assis-
tance in preparing an E&S plan is available through the Conservation District.  
 
Elizabeth Santini, DVM, PDA Veterinary Medical Field Officer, delivered an informa-
tive presentation on Equine Health Issues. Dr. Santini listed the criteria that can make a 
disease reportable: the disease has a significant im-
pact on animal, plant, and/or human health; the dis-
ease has a significant economic impact; and the dis-
ease mimics known Dangerous Transmissible Dis-
eases and Foreign Animal Diseases. Dr. Santini ex-
plained that reportable diseases vary by state and 
regulatory agencies take action only when a reporta-
ble disease is diagnosed or suspected. She then went 
on to talk about various diseases, quarantine, bio-security, and carcass composting. Final-
ly, Dr. Santini informed everyone that most equine health issues can be handled by your 
veterinarian.  

Editors 
 Mary Ellen Bard 

 Jocelyn A. Sauter 

Equine Management 

(Cont’d p. 7) 



       

Herbert Wilson 
Associate Director 

 
Herb Wilson has been an Associate Director since August of 
2010. He was asked to join the Board to lend his expertise on 
the Water Resources and Watershed Development Committees. 
Herb graduated from The University of Pittsburgh in 1975 with 
a Bachelor of Science Degree in Civil Engineering Technology. 
In 1987, he attained is Professional Engineer’s License. Herb 
has served our country and is a four-year U.S. Army Veteran of 
the Vietnam War, 9th Infantry Division. He worked for the 
Department of Environmental Protection in Water Resources 
for over 20 years, retiring in June of 2010. Wilson is one of 
only 72 people in the world to become a Master Ground Water 
Contractor with the National Ground Water Association.  He 
has designed and constructed water and wastewater facilities all 
across Pennsylvania.  
 
Herb and his wife have been married for over 38 years and 
currently reside in Jackson Township, where he has lived his 
entire life. He and his wife enjoy traveling, especially to see 
their four children and three grandchildren. Wilson is a member 

George Hritz 
 

In 2010, George Hritz joined the Board of Directors 
as an Associate Director. Hritz felt that his back-
ground as a Chemical Engineer and his 20 years of 
environmental experience would offer skills that 
could be utilized by and/or shared with the District. 
A native of Cambria County, George returned to the 
area after retiring in 2009. Prior to returning to PA, 
he was living in Houston, TX. 
 
George is a member of the Moose Fraternal Organi-
zation and the Windber Sportsman Club. He re-
ceived both his B.S. and M.S. in Chemical Engi-
neering from the University of Pittsburgh. In his 
free time, he enjoys golfing and fishing. Hritz and 
his wife have one daughter, a grandson, and a great-
grandson.   
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Applications are now being accepted for the 19th annual Rivers Conservation and Fly Fishing Youth Camp being 
held June 16-21, 2013 at the Allenberry Resort in Boiling Springs, Cumberland County.  The PA Council of Trout Unlimited 
created the camp with the purpose of educating students in the importance of cold-water conservation.   

The classes include principles of ecology, geology, aquatic vertebrate and invertebrate sampling, riparian buffers, 
hydrology, trout behavior, trout stream entomology, the biology of pollution and the politics of conservation. Hands-on clas-
ses in fly tying, fly casting, streamside ethics, water safety and survival, and streamside botany.  The students will also partic-
ipate in a watershed project to repair stream habitat.  Plenty of time is set aside for the students to fish the world famous Yel-
low Breeches Creek. 

Faculty includes professionals from various agencies such as the Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Commission, the Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection and the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources. Dr. Robert Behnke of Colora-
do State University considered the foremost trout biologist in the world is expected as the keynote speaker. 

The camp is limited to 32, aged 14 to 17 so interested applicants should apply as soon as possible.  The student must 
have been born between June 21, 1995 and June 16, 1999 to qualify.  A camp selection committee will choose students based 
upon the required essay.  The cost is $350.  Tuition assistance is available for qualified students.   

 
For more information/application go to www.riverscamp.com.  The early acceptance application deadline is March 

31, 2013. You may also email questions and/or your completed application to riverscamp@gmail.com.  

Meet the Board 

Rivers Conservation and Fly Fishing Youth Camp 

Each issue we’ll introduce you to the wonderful people who serve the Conservation District. 
Today, meet our 

Associate Directors 

James Greco 
 

James Greco has been an Associate Director since 2004. 
His background as a PhD in ecology and his longtime 
interest in conservation practices spurred his decision to 
join the Board. In addition to his contribution as an 
Associate Director for the District, Greco also serves as a 
Chair on the Cambria Somerset Counties Conservancy, the 
Cambria Somerset Authority, and the Johnstown Industrial 
Development Corporation. James is also President of the 
Sons of Italy Lodge 1614. In 2005, Greco was awarded the 
Conservation Volunteer of the Year at the Annual 
Conservation Awards Banquet. He was also chosen for the 
Babcock and Wilcox Utility Executive Leadership Training 
Program. 
 
James received his BA and MS in biology from Central 
Connecticut State University, his PhD in Ecology/
Biometrics from West Virginia University, and completed 
his Post-Doctoral Fellow at Cornell University. He is a 
former university professor and is retired from his position 
of Regional Director from Penelec. In his free time, James 
enjoys small game hunting, fishing, gardening, 
woodworking, and photography. He and his wife have two 
daughters and two granddaughters.  

http://www.riverscamp.com/�


Page 3 

The Conservation District recently signed on with Nature Abounds to be a Cambria County Sponsor for the 
Pennsylvania Senior Environment Corps (PaSEC). Nature Abounds is a national non-profit organization that 
serves as a means of connecting people with a shared interest in protecting the environment and our planet. 
Nature Abounds accomplishes this by1:  

 
 Raising citizen awareness of the natural world through education, ac-
tion, and inspiration. 
 Informing citizens about environmental health as well as human 
health impacted by environmental degradation. 
 Strengthening the voice of action by connecting the stewards of the 
planet, by building strong partnerships, and by supporting efforts that ul-
timately lead to a healthier planet for all of us. 
 

Engaging citizens of all ages in taking action for healthier communities and a 
healthy planet where people and wildlife can co-exist peacefully 
The PaSEC, established in 1977, involves senior volunteers (aged 55+) in ac-
tivities including water quality monitoring and stream assessments, ma-
croinvertebrate identification, riparian buffer assessment, trail restoration, 
clean-ups, marking of abandoned wells, and environmental education. As a 
sponsor, the District will provide PaSEC volunteers with the opportunity to 
feel connected to the community and take an active role in protecting our 
environment and planning for a healthier planet.  
 
We are very excited for the opportunity to participate in this program and we 
look forward to uncovering the many benefits of working with the PaSEC 
volunteers.  For more information on how to sign up to volunteer, contact 
our office at (814) 472-2120. 

                 1Information and images obtained from www.natureabounds.org  

 
       

Nature Abounds 

Contest Updates and Reminders 

Don’t Forget…. 

2013 Cambria County Envirothon  ‐  May 2, 2013 
Intent to ParƟcipate DEADLINE March 22, 2013 

2013 Poster Contest 
 All entries due by 4 pm April 15, 2013 

 The forms can be printed from the CCCD Website:  
www.co.cambria.pa.us/conservaƟon‐district.aspx  

http://www.natureabounds.org�
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Every year for the past fifty-two years, the Cambria County Conservation District has publicly recognized educators, 
farmers, individuals, businesses and organizations for their efforts, support and activities which further the cause of  
soil, water and related natural resource conservation in Cambria County and the Allegheny region.  

We are now accepting nominations for the 2013 Conservation Awards in eleven award categories. Deadline for all nom-
inations is Thursday, March 14, 2013 by 4:00 PM.  Nomination requirements are as follows: 

 The work or effort of nominees related to the award should have taken place in the Allegheny region of Penn-
sylvania – Preferably Cambria County 

 Title of Award for your candidate 
 One page narrative supporting your candidate’s eligibility 
 Full name, address and phone number of your candidate 
 Full name, address and phone number of supporter submitting candidate 

 
Winners and their supporters will be notified by mail no later than April 2, 2013.  Winners will be invited to the Annual 
Conservation District Banquet as a guest of the District to be held in late May.   
  
Mail nominations to: Cambria County Conservation District, 401 Candlelight Drive Suite 229, Ebensburg, PA, 15931.  
You may also email your nominations to: bard@co.cambria.pa.us. Narrative should be attached as an MS Word Docu-
ment.  Pictures may accompany the narrative, but are not necessary (pictures become property of the CCCD).  Pictures 
should be in jpeg format. The CCCD reserves the right to determine the appropriateness and eligibility of all nominees. 
The CCCD does not always issue awards for every category.  
 
If you would like any additional information on the nomination process, please call 814-472-2120. To view a list of 
2012 Winners, visit our website at www.co.cambria.pa.us/conservation-district.aspx.  
 

2013 Eligible Conservation Awards 

Conservation Award Nominations 

Conservation Educator of the Year: 
Nominee:  Teacher or Educator (actively 
teaching during the 2011-2012 academic 
year) 
Objective: Demonstrates strong commit-
ment to conservation education program-
ming/activities\ 
 
Conservation Farmer of the Year: 
Nominee:  Farmer  
Objective: Furthered conservation through 
establishment and maintenance of soil, 
water and nutrient management practices 
as a Conservation District cooperator. 
 
Special Conservation Service Award:  
Nominee:  Individual or Group  
Objective:  Unique and outstanding con-
tribution to the conservation movement in 
Cambria County. 
 
Conservation Organization of the Year 
Nominee:  Organization 
Objective:  Noteworthy contribution to 
the conservation of Cambria County’s 
soil, water and related natural resources. 

Watershed Protection Award: 
Nominee:  Individual or Organization  
Objective:  Promotes the protection of a 
particular watershed through a coordinat-
ed land and water resource approach. 
 
Media Conservation Award: 
Nominee:  Individual/Agency/Company 
in the communication/advertising field  
Objective: Demonstrates outstanding 
measures to support the conservation ef-
fort through design, visuals, and program 
coverage. 
 
Forestry Management Award: 
Nominee:  Woodland owner  
Objective:  Demonstrates the wise use of 
their forest resources and avoids serious 
departure from accepted forestry practic-
es, and is a Conservation District coopera-
tor. 
 
Erosion & Sedimentation Pollution  
Control Award: 
Nominee:  Individual/Agency/
Municipality/Company in the  

construction or timber industry 
Objective: Demonstrates outstanding ero-
sion and sedimentation control measures. 
 
Natural Area & Heritage Preservation 
Award: 
Nominee:  Individual/Group/Program  
Objective: Positive impact on the county 
or region preservation of unique natural, 
cultural, or man-made historic objects and 
places in Cambria County. 
 
Soisson Public Recreation Achievement 
Award: 
Nominee:  Individual or Organization 
Objective:     Positive and safe impact on 
the county or region’s public recreation 
opportunities. 
 
Urban Conservation Award: 
Nominee: Individual or Organization 
Objective: Unique and outstanding contri-
bution to the conservation of natural re-
sources in an urban area of Cambria 
County. 

mailto:bard@co.cambria.pa.us�
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Keep Cambria County Beautiful 

SPRING TIRE & APPLIANCE COLLECTION APRIL/MAY 2013 

    

 APPLIANCES ACCEPTED    ELECTRONICS NOT ACCEPTED 
 Refrigerator     Humidifier     Television 
 Freezer                 Dehumidifier    Computer and computer components  
 Microwave     Air conditioner               Cell phones 
 Stove      Heater     DVD/CD/BlueRay players 
 Washer     Dryer     Cameras and Cam Recorders 
         *For info on proper disposal of electronics, call 472-2109  

 

SPRING COLLECTION DATES AND LOCATIONS (8:00 am to 1:00 pm): 
Date TBD—Croyle Township: 1654 Railroad Street, Summerhill, PA 15958 

May 4, 2013—Cambria Township: 184 Municipal Road, Ebensburg, PA 15931 
May 18, 2013—Patton Township: Lower Beech Road, Patton, PA 16668 (across from Patton Memorial Football Field) 

TIRE AND APPLIANCE COLLECTION FEES (PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE) 

Passenger & Lt. Truck Tires 
Off Rim: $1.00 
On Rim:  $2.00 

Household Appliances 
Freon Containing: $12.00 

Non-Freon Containing: FREE 

Equine Management, Cont’d 

JB Harrold, USDA NRCS Grazing Specialist, talked about the importance 
of using fencing, water systems, grazing plans, and pasture layout in order 
to promote efficient pasture management. Using fences and water systems 
in a well-designed layout can result in good use of the grazing pasture, 
more productivity from animals, and more efficiency. Harrold brought ex-
amples of fencing materials and used diagrams to give the workshop at-
tendees an accurate picture of good pasture management.  
 
Rob Stout, Agronomist from the USDA ARS Penn State Pasture Lab, wrapped up the workshop with a brief 
discussion on Quality Hay. Specifically, Stout gave workshop attendees helpful tips on identifying quality 
hay. When looking at a bale of hay, you’ll want to determine the stage of maturity, see if there is any leafiness 
present, look for the existence of foreign materials, observe its condition and odor, and check for the green-
ness and color of the hay.  
 
If you would like further information on any of the above topics, please contact Louis Kopczyk at the Conser-
vation District by calling 814-472-2120. Thank you to our speakers for sharing their time and expertise with 
us! 



Where is Disaster’s Edge Environmental Education Center? 

Road Map to The Disasters Edge  Environmental Education Center. 

Take Route 219 North/South to the Sidman/St. Michael 
exit.  At the bottom of the ramp, turn onto Route 869 
toward Sidman and the Johnstown Flood National 
Memorial.  Travel approximately 3 miles.  Turn left 
onto Lake Road, traveling over the bridge then over the 
railroad tracks and entering  the 1889 Park. Disaster’s 
Edge Environmental Education Center will be on the 
right across from the baseball field and the coal miners 
museum. 

Call Jackie Ritko at the Cambria County Conservation 
District Office to schedule programs or to discuss 
events.       
138 Park Road 
St. Michael, PA 15951 

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
Permit No. 179 
Ebensburg, PA  15931 

Disaster’s Edge 

* 

N 

Mission Statement   
The Cambria County Conservation District 

educates and assists the public through 
programs, projects, and leadership in the 

stewardship of natural resources to sustain and 
enhance the quality of life. 

Return Service Requested 

401 Candlelight Drive 
Suite 229 

Ebensburg, PA  15931 
 

Phone: (814) 472-2120 
Fax: (814) 472-0686 

Email: cccd@co.cambria.pa.us 

If you wish to be added or removed from our mailing list, 
please contact the Cambria County Conservation District 
office at (814) 472-2120. 

If you would like to help conserve resources and receive 
your newsletter via email, send your email address to    
jsauter@co.cambria.pa.us 

Help us get the word out—”like” us on Facebook and ask 
your friends to do the same! 

www.co.cambria.pa.us/conservation-
district.aspx  

and 
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